
 

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

transom and steering gear was progressed. 
This was also the month that we all found out 
what an ‘ecking piece’ was??? See below left. 
There now you are as wise as I am. During the 
month Richard H surrendered his temporary 
leadership of the Boats Afloat group and 

formally 
handed over to 
our new Boat 

Keeper 
Diggory Rose. 
One of his 
earlier tasks 
was to give the 
boats a run out 

and asses just what it was he had inherited. 
Over right he is 
at the wheel of 
MGB 81. Work 
carried on with 
Cyclops and 
below left Knotty 
Tony is seen 
getting his 
dinghy up onto 
the plane as he 
scoots along in 
the Mast Pond. 

the new 
Wood 

working 
Machine 

shop was 
fitted out by 

Axminster 
Tools and 

the restaurant neared finalisation Below right is 

the ‘Ship’s 
Badge display 
in the 

restaurant 
and above left  
shows the 
new machine 
shop being 

fitted out by 
Axminster 
Tool 
company. 
Fisherman 
Pete and 
Danny 
changed 
over all of 
our mooring lines to thinner but stronger 

Kevlar. 
Pauline and 
David G 

prepared 
some oars for 

the 
anticipated 

triumphal 
arch as B/H 4 
is officially 

opened and 
our 3 in 1 
whaler Acute 
is finally put 
up above 
B/H 4 main 
door for all to 
see. The 
IBTC 

students have made quite a lot of progress in 
building the new gig and the 1940’s Naval 

Trawler Life 
Boat made 
a fair bit of 

progress 
with her 

garboard 

strake being 
replaced. 

October – 
B/H 4was 
finally opened 
to the public and the last of the boats were 
moved into place. Ark Royal was located on 

her 

outriggers 
as were the 
whalers 
Excellent 
and 
Westman. 
Below are 
some of the 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

other memory joggers of the days. In the 
photo below right is the triumphal arch of oars 
with the gig making her last move before 
restoration starts. In the photo below left Jim 
and Marian cut the commemoration cake. 

 

 

 

 

Also in this month 
we had the arrival 
of the Lively Lady 
and below right she 
is on her blocks 
shored up for the 

duration of her 
stay. She was 
only one of 

several 
boats 

that 

were brought in the month. Work continued on 
the new build gig and the trawler life boat as 
they were 
located in 
the new 
boathouse. 

Cyclops 
made her 
long 

awaited 
trip out of 
the Mast 
Pond and 

was 
landed 
ashore in 
B/H4 
where she 
will be on 

display 
and be 

restored 
to her 

original 

configuration 

Shiner and 
Chris got 
back to 
working on 
the Motor 
Whaler 
Danae and 
work on D49 

moved 
on with 

the 
team 

making good 
progress. Finally 
Rosemary Ryan 
finished her excellent 
painting of Phoenix  

.The 
Green 
Parrot 

repeated 
the 

history of 
1968 when she went out to meet Lively Lady 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

as Sir Alec Rose brought her home after his 
epic journey around the world. Below left she 
is away out to escort Lively Lady back into 
Boathouse 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

November – During November we had the 
Boathouse open to the public over the 
Victorian Festival and greeted the best part of 
8000 people into the exhibition in B/H4. The 
question 
of whether 
or not the 
Green 
Parrot 
would fit 
‘round the 
corner’ 

was finally 
answered 

when she 
did but 
with only 8 
inches to 

spare. 
Work 

started on the restoration of the Dartmouth 
Gig with the construction of a new strong-back 
as can be seen at the bottom of the previous 

column. 
The work 
on D49 

identified 
previously 
unknown 

skills in 
one of our 
volunteers 

as ‘Snake Hips 
Beatty’ 
managed to 
gain access to 
hitherto 
inaccessible 
regions of her 
hull as he works 
behind the 
water trap in her 
engine room. 
Spud Murphy 
makes an 

unscheduled visit to D49 as he comes to 
check out the rate of work. Sophie D draws 
short straw and gets the job of emptying the 

32 Foot 
Naval 

Cutter of 
all of the 

accumulation of the past couple of years. The 
New Build 
Gig 

progressed further with the IBTC Students 
starting on her planking. Cyclops had her 

restoration 
programme 

started as 
Jimmy 

Green and 
David C 
started to 
strip out all 
of her 

redundant 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

fittings. Over right she is seen after her engine 
room had been removed. The last of our 
boats, the whaler Westmark was moved into 
B/H4 and work continued on Lively Lady as 
the Boat House started to fill up with 
restoration projects. 

Over left Lively Lady 
is in the process of 
having her decks 
replaced and below 
right a general shot 
of B/H 4. Also in the 
month HSL 102 and 
MGB 81 were both 
taken ashore for 
their pre-winter 
bottom wash and 

anti-foul 
after 
which 
they 
were 
put 

back afloat 
with MGB 
81 being 
used as a 
back drop 
for the 

Remembrance Day service at Hornet.  During 

the month the St Ayles skiff school project 
moved on well 
with the six 

schools 
involved in the 
build getting 

firsthand 
experience of 
setting up the 
boats. 

 

 

 

 

 

December – D49 finally came home back into 
the dock after all of 
the other planned 
boat moves had 
been completed, 
but before that we 
had another couple 
of boat lifts to 

complete. 

Below right on previous page is Surf Rider a 
1966 off shore race boat and below left is the 
Itchen Ferry and below right the Poole 

Harbour 
Services 

launch. 
Work 

commenced 
on the 
Green 

Parrot with 
the 

removal of 
her engine 
room deck-
head to 

give access to her 
engine room. The gig 
restoration moved on 
with work started on 



the boat. Well that just about sums up the 
year of 2015. We are now all set for the new 
year of 2016 and if we achieve as much in the 
next twelve months as we did in the last there 
won’t be too many complaints. Everyone that 
has contributed to this tremendous output 
should be congratulated. I look forward to 
working with you all again in the following year 
and a very happy New Year to all of our 
readers. 

Any Suggestions for next month - If you 
have got any ditties, lies, scandal or photos 
that you would like to see in print just let me 
know, my ‘e’ mail address is: - 
boatbitsisus@ntlworld.com. Fred is the name. 

 


